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New phone app keeps students connected

School
speaks the
language of
technology

BY JARED HUSMANN
Photo Editor

With the use of smart-
phones within the student
body at an all time high,
the school is now offering
anew way tocommunicate
even a step further.

Students and parents
now have the ability to
receive reminders and
schedule updates through
an application on their
smartphones called School
Connect.

“This app really helps
remind me of whatis going
on in our school so I don’t

senior

miss anything,”
Abbey Head said.
Teachers can pass in-

formation to the students
easier than ever with the
new application.

“There are times when
students may not remem-
ber all of the events and

Junior Chandler Fields reads notifications on the new School Connect app. Students
and parents will be able to receive immediate school updates. PHoTO BY JARED HUSMANN

activities going on in the
school,” science teacher
Jennifer Edmison said.
“This app is a convenient
way for iem tostay up to
date with whati is happen-
ing on campus.”

The app allows stu-
dents to receive notifica-
tions from the staff, check
their grades and several
other useful features. The
app is easy to use and free
to download.

“The studentsaremuch
more likely to see no-
tifications on their cell
Ehones than to remember

andouts from teach-
ers,” Edmison said. “It is
easier for the staff to send
messages to the students
who actually need them,”
Edmison said.

This new app is a way
for the school to stay in
tune with the latest smart-

phone trends among the
students.

“Theappisappealingto
the students because tech-
nology is what everybody
understands these days,”
principal Kevin Hill said.

Students find the app
very useful and thinkitisa
great way tostay informed
on school events.

“We are on our phones
all the time,” junior Stevie
Phillips said, “so this new
app is a great way for the
school to adapt to that.”

The students seem to
enjoy having thishigh tech
way of staying connected.

“I like the app because
instead of giving us hand
outs or taping reminders
to our lockers, the school
can send out information
to us in a way that we will

SEE SCHOOL CONNECT | PG 8

New re

Rules change
regarding
EOC, AR,

dress code

BY LORI DAVIS
News Editor

Several changes have
been made for the 2013-
2014 school year, includ-
ing new requirements for
end-of-course tests (EOC),
Accelerated Reader (AR),
and the dress code.

“Students were re-
quired to take 15 tests
before they graduated, but
due to the rule change by
the legislature this sum-
mer, now only five are
being required,” Principal
Kevin Hill said. “I think
this is a good change.”

Students were going to
have to take the English [,
Algebra I, Biology, World
Geography, English1I, Ge-
ometry, Chemistry, World
History, English III, Alge-

uirements for school year implemented

bra II, Physics, and U.S.
History EOCs before they
graduate.

“The English EOCs
include reading and writ-
ing, and did count as two
separate tests,” said Hill.

Now, high school stu-
dents will only have to
take a combined English
I, English II, Algebra I,
Biology, and US History
end-of-course tests before
they graduate.

“I think this is a good
change because it gives
students more options for
their interests instead of
having to worry about all
the EOC tests all the time,”
Hill said.

The passing score for
the EOC tests is 3500.

“Before, when we were
going to have to take 15
tests to graduate, it was
very stressful,” sophomore
Carley Price said.

Starting in the 2014-
2015 school year, students
in the top 10 percent of
their class who are seeking
automatic admission into

a state university will also
have to pass the tests for
Algebra IT and English IIL

“Thisruleissuspended
right now, but will come

into play later,” Hill said.
If students do not pass
one of the EOC tests the
first time, there will be op-
portunities to retest.

“Now, since we only
have to take five tests, I
can relax more and enjoy
theschoolyear,” Pricesaid.

Accelerated Reader has

Sophomore Cason Asher chooses an AR book to meet the reinstated reading require-
ment. Students must earn a minimum of 10 points each six weeks. pHoTO BY LORI DAVIS

also returned this year.
Last year, students could
read books and take AR
tests on their own, but it
wasn't a course require-
ment.

“The reason that most
students don’t read very
much on their own is that
they don't allow enough
time to get interested in
the book they are reading,
and they are very busy
with their other activities,”
English teacher Danita
Johnston said.

The AR grade will count
as a fourth test grade in
English classes each six
weeks.

“I think making AR
mandatory again will ben-
efitthe students, becauseif
students are not required
toread, they won’t,” John-
ston said.

Junior high and high
school students are re-
quired to earn at least 10
points each six weeks in
their English classes.

SEE NEW RULES | PG 8

Seniors’ future SUCCESS looking up

Students
announce
acceptance
with tiles

BY MELINDA PHILLIPS
Staff Writer

Anew trend began this
year with the decoration
of ceiling tiles to express
the choices students are
making after high school.

The purpose of thisnew
ideaistomotivatestudents
to become successful and
achieve their dreams.

The tilesaresold for $15
and canbe decorated with
the college a student has
been accepted to, giving
them motivation for their
years after high school.

“Anytime you can

positively promote post-
secondary education, you
need to take advantage of
it.” Supt. Shane Fields said.

According to school
counselor Dee Dee Wag-
goner, the success of stu-
dents is the main goal
and will be supported no
matter what their choices
will be.

“This doesn’t have to
be only for students going
to a four-year college.”
Waggoner said. “We are
promoting any type of
continued education after
high school.”

After seeing the idea
online, Fields brought the
concept to Albany.

“I got the idea from a
friend of ours on Facebook
inSweetwaterand thought
it was creative,” Fields
says. “It's a good way to
show school spirit for your
nextschooland allows you

to show your goals.”

To put the idea into
action, Fields presented
the plan to other staff
members.

“I discussed the idea
with Mrs. Waggoner, and
she helped get it moving
at the hlgh school.” Fields
said. “It's a great way to
ﬁet seniors to look past

igh school.”

This new plan for the
school is expected to have
an impact on more than
just the senior class.

“I think it's a wonder-
ful idea.” Waggoner said.
“It not only lets seniors
express their plans after
high school, but it also
motivates underclassmen
to be thinking about what
their plans are.”

Thereisnospecificdate
for thetilesto goup, due to

SEETILES | PG 8

Math teacher Ashley Terrell proudly shows off her hand-crafted ceilingtile representing
her college alma mater Hardin Simmons University. Seniors can purchase a ceiling
tile to decorate with the college of their choice. PHoTO BY JARED HUSMANN
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Council grows
for new year

The student council is
changing and hopefully
for the better.

New council officers
were elected in May so
they could help with
projects over the summer
and at thestart of the new
school year.

“They were very help-
ful,” sponsor Donnie Lucas
said. “They made a lot of
trips to the book room for us
and helped in our rooms.”

Another change is the
number of class Reps from
each classhas doubled from
two to four. The expanded
council allows for more
participation by the student
body in service projects.

Projects this year in-

clude planning homecom-
ing, raism%l money for the
Albany Chest with Trick
or Treat for Change, and
benefiting the Ministerial
Alliance’s Christmasbasket
program through Caroling
for Change.

Officers this year are
Madison Jones, president;
Lewis Kelly, vice president;
Conor Wilson, secretary;
Rachel Kitchens, reporter.

SAT dates

announced

The first SAT test will
be held in Albany on Oc-
tober 5 for students who
have already registered.
There will be more tests
throughout the year with
registration available at
sat.collegeboard.org/register.
The SAT college entrance

test measures a student’s
readiness for college level
work. There are numer-
ous websites students can
access to help prepare for
the test.

Most colleges setabase
score that students must
meet for admissions and
academic scholarships.
Students planning on
going straight to a junior
college usually do not

have to take the SAT test
because their performance
on state assessments canbe
high enough forautomatic
admission.

The next testing date is
set for Nov. 2, with a reg-
istration deadline of Oct. 3.

For more information
about how to register or
prepare for the SAT test,
contact counselor DeeDee
Waggoner.



ALBANY HIGH SCHOOL
Hannah Brown, Photo Editor
May 24, 2013 Kathryn Hamilton, Feature Editor

The newspaper and yearbook
staffs, along with journalism
students attended the Interscho-
lastic League Press Conference
Convention (ILPC) in Austin
every year on April 27-28 tolearn
from professional journalists and
photographers, aswell as find out
about state contests.

Those attending went to six
workshop sessionsled by various
professionals of the trade.

“The lectures expose you to
different styles of writing that
shows you what kind of writing
they are looking for when they
judge your work,” newspaper
editor-in-chief Rob Montgomery
said. “Thelectures are very infor-
mational and really help improve
our writing and photography
skills.”

The school newspaper and
yearbook staffs submit their
work to be judged and have the
opportunity to win awards for
the quality of their publication.

“We won a Silver Star Award
this year, which is the second
highesthonor our paper can get,”
Montgomery said. “We are very
happy with Silver Star Award,
especially because we are one
of the smallest newspaper staffs
to be nominated for an award.”

Teachers Donnie Lucas and
Lauren Peacock lead the news-
paper and yearbook staffs.

“Mr. Lucas is by far the best
journalism teachers in class A
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COMMENTARY

Editorials
Preparation is key

Becoming a senior is not a walk in the park.
Procrastination is one of the biggest enemies for a
senior student.

SAT’s and ACT’s aren’t usually the biggest pri-
ority during a year full of last-minute memories.
Seniors may want to have fun and enjoy their last
year, but according to every responsible adult out
there, they should be preparing for the real world
that lies ahead.

One of themostimportant partsin being prepared
for college is making good grades. Even though
some high school students feel that studying is
overrated or a waste of time, it is a key aspect in
not only limiting your choices of colleges, but also
making sure that you will be accepted to one.

Another crucial part of college preparation is
being involved in extra-curricular activities. Par-
ticipating in school clubs, sports, and volunteer
work provide important criteria for college ap-
plications. Going to high school in a small town
provides many opportunities for students to get
connected, although juggling numerous activities
can getstressful and exhausting. Time management
is a huge key in staying on track towards t%e goal
of being accepted by the college of choice

The struggle that not only seniors, but also any
student has is finding the balance between an
exciting social life and successful academic career.
Students have to realize what is more important
to them and look to the future. Staying home and
finishing a tough English essay that might be the
determining factor between an A or B is definitely
the better choice than hanging out with friends.
Preparing for college is hectic, such as taking ACT
and SAT tests, making good grades, participatingin
extra-curricular activities, and sending in applica-
tions. It can feel overwhelming sometimes, but the
unexplainable feeling of receiving an acceptance
letter from the college of choice will be worth it in
the end.

Rush hour concerns

Upperclassmen seem to always be in a hurry once
the bell rings for lunch to get to t{leir vehicles so they
can have the most time possible to eat before they
have to rush back to class. The school board should
make thelunch periodslongertoallow thejuniorsand
seniors enough time to eat without having to rush.

Trying to get out of the parking lot for lunch is
like playing a racing game since there are so many
cars speeding around trying to leave before every-
one else. Having a longer lunch would help to slow
students down, and make the parking lot less hectic
and much safer.

When the students do get home or to a restaurant
for lunch, there are only a few quick minutes to make
or order food and eat before heading back to school.
Getting the chance to finish eating before going back
to class would also eliminate kids always bringing
their food and drinks back to class.

Making the lunch period longer would not only
benefitthe studentsbutalso the teachers. If teachers or
students need time to run an errand, they would still
have time to eatlunch before returning back to school.

Some say that the lunch period should be kept
at around 30 - 35 minutes to prevent students from
trying to go to Breckenridge or Abilene for a meal.
But adding a few minutes to the lunch period would
provide enough time to eat without having to rush,
butstill wouldn’tbelong enough to travel out of town.

Lengthening the school lunches would make go-
ing to lunch safer for the students because the rush
to get out of the parking lot would be less chaotic,
and students could even have time to run an errand
and eat as well.
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This Is on television because....

Amother was eating breakfast with her eight-year-
old sonand four-year-old daughter with Good Morning
America on the television.

Picture it. The mom pouring the orange juice. The
children eating their Fruit
Loops and Cocoa Puffs,
enjoying the wonderful
innocence of childhood.
They occasionally glance
up at the news, but this
time, they don’t see any
breaking stories. Instead, these children’s eyes are be-
ing invaded by the sight of a topless woman on top of
a man with part of her breast in view, and the couple
sticking their tongues down each other’s throats.

Thave one question: Why the heck is this commercial
being shown during the morning news?

I understand that society is changing and things
that were once morally inappropriate are now widely
accepted and considered to be the norm.

However, a line needs to be drawn, preferably with
a thick, black permanent marker.

Inyears past, you would see tasteless or more adult
commercials onlate atnight when the kiddos were fast

BY KATHRYN HAMILTON

asleep and the night owl adults were up and about.

But times have definitely changed and condom, tam-
pon, and underwear commercials are seen regularly.
I can’t imagine that I'm the only one who gets a little
bituncomfortable with some
of the things I see, especially
when watching something
with a family member.

IfI'mwatchingamovieat
9 o’clock at night on a cable
network with my mom and
13 year-old brother, I do not care to see a commercial
for a female sex toy. That’s ridiculous.

I don’t know what the solution is or what actions,
if any, need to be taken, but all  know is that I am sick
and tired of seeing unnecessary content in between
shows during the daytime or on networks that should
not be showing it.

People that are having sex know about condoms,
girls on their periods know what a tampon does, and
anyone who wears underwear knows whatitlookslike.

If this is the case, I would prefer not to have to see
them advertised, especially with my parents in the
room. Talk about uncomfortable.

Give more, love more, class of 2-0-1-4

No matter how old you are or what grade you're
in, everyone is counting down the days until they
can move to the next level. From second graders
wanting to become sixth graders so that they can
run down the halls at the end of the school year, to
freshmen gnawing at the bit to wear that shiny red
cap and gown on graduation day, we are always

looking ahead. What they don’t realize is how fast it
actually happens. How much you take for granted.

BY CONOR WILSON

\Wordss

Ever since my last
first day of high school,
I stopped counting and ]
started appreciating. It "
hit me thgtRchis yearg will \“A/‘IIIS@ n
be the last time I will
ever cheer for our “Boys
of Fall”, the last year to ever put on my number
10 jersey or feel the adrenaline in my body when I
step on the volleyball court, the last months I will
ever spend with the people I've grown up with for
eighteen years.

I thought this day would never come until it
actually did. What I thought would be a thrilling
moment turned into an eye-opener. When you
become a senior you need to cherish every little
moment no matter how small. Going to class is not
normally considered a cherished moment, but this
willbe the last timeIwill everbein a classroom filled

Albany tradition

After playing my freshman year, I made one of the
hardest decisions of my life to not play the sport that
puts Albany on the radar the most. That's not to say we
aren’tknown for other sports, but when explaining where
Albany is located it's easiest to throw the name Denney
Faith out there, or Albany
Lion football, and they will
soon know where you're
talking about. That’s what
made the decision hard.
The Albany traditions. The
renowned coaching staff.

After I made the choice, [ was fearful that the town
would look at me differently, butl was wrong. Everybody
has accepted my choice, and now I get to experience a
fan’s point of view of an Albany Lion football game. I've
been to multiple NFL games, collegiate games, and even
different high school games, and I can honestly say that
I wouldn’t pick any other place to be on a Friday night
than Robert Nail Memorial Stadium.

If you've ever been to an Albany Lion game, whether
home or away, you have seen the true heart of a Lion.
Whether we are playing the top team in the state, or the
last ranked team in the state, you better believe the home

“Yeah, it’s cool. It’s

BY CHANDLER FIELDS

CAN AN —

with people who know almost everything aboutme.
They are my second family. People tell you that your
closest friends in life are be the ones you meet while
in college. Well, if that is so, then I want to cling to
the moments and people I have now before we all
go our separate ways into the world.

Senior yearisayear of mixed emotions.lamready
to have a fresh start and move to the next chapter
in my life, but I am not ready to leave the ones
who made me, me. When
graduation comes, I am
going to look around and
realize that I will never see
half of these people again.
I will begin to see it when
everyone is getting their
new roommates and their class schedules. When I
am packing up the past 18 years of my life, laughing
with my best friend about all the stupid stuff we've
done, I hope I realize the importance of the people
around me. The hardest part will be leaving the ones
who mean the absolute most tome...my family. They
are the closest people I have in my life. They Kelped
shape the person I am today. My family is not the
most important thing. They are everything. I know
they want me to have a new beginning, butit will be
very difficult to leave them. Soon I will finally begin
the next new chapter in my life. I hope I'm ready.

will never falter

stands will be filled by 7:30. This not only applies athome.
There have been multiple occasions when our crowd has
been larger than the home team'’s crowd. With Albany
flags flying at the top of the stands, and the tunnel aired
up, you know it’s a Friday night in Albany, Texas.

It doesn’t matter if you're
inkindergarten or thirty years
outof hig%l school, youarestill
an Albany Lion. Lion pride
never graduates; it remains
a part of you until the very
end. As quoted by Thomas
Merton, “Tradition, which is always old, is at the same
time ever new because it is always reviving — born again
in each new generation, to be lived and applied in a new
and particular way.”

From the upbeat atmosphere in the hallways, to the
pep rallies at tﬁe end of school, game days always make
for a great day. This Lion Pride doesn’t reside just at the
junior/ senior high school. If you stroll the halls of the
elementary school, you'll see most all of the kids wear-
ing their personal Lion jerseys/ cheer uniforms, and the
latest temporary tattoos.

It’s never a bad day to be an Albany Lion.

Ords

happy to be back at school after the summer break?

“I'm happy
because I missed -
my friends and I '

was losing a lot
\ of what I learned
last year.”
Ryan Phillips
Freshman
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Students find joy with hobbies

Teens stay busy
enhjoying their
favorite craft

BY AUSTIN EDENFIELD
Entertainment Editor

As students, high-schoolers
spend the day going to school,
learning whatever happens to
stick to their brains, and getting
so much homework that the
paper company has to build a
new forest to use for paper ev-
ery year. When the da}Z is over,
they get on buses, in their cars,
or even in some cases, on their
bikes. They head home, to get
prepared for the next day. But
what happens after that?

If you ask most kids, they’ll
probably say that they have no
life outside of school, which
is likely true in many cases.
But what do they actually DO
after school? There’s only so
long someone can sit around
and watch TV before their
eyes shrivel up from horrible
programming.

Student hobbies are very
important. It's what keeps kids
out of trouble and gives them
something to do outside of
school and church, if they go.
For instance, some students
play guitar. Others writestories,
or poems, or attempt to write a
novel. Some studentssitaround
and play video games, which is
a hobby, too.

A few kids choose sports
as their hobbies, especially if
they’re any good.

“I usually just head home
and chill and sleep or just hang
out” Sophomore Abby Reed
said. “Iplay basketball and vol-
leyball during the season, but
other than that, I have nothing
else to do. I don't really have
much I'd like to learn, and I
think I'm pretty good with what
I have now.”

Outside of school, most stu-
dents play sports orinstruments
and get involved in things like
Student Council or UIL. They
spend their time with their peers
and throw themselvesinto team
and school activities. These

things are great for students to
get involved with, and it also
gives them things to do instead
of sitting in front of a TV or a
computer.

Student Council members
always have something to do,
such as designing floats for a
parade or decorating foradance
or event, or even just going to
thejunior high orelementary to
help the kids and teachers out
there. Being a Student Council
member also earns members
community service hours and
opportunities for college schol-
arships.

“I either practice for vol-
leyball, or I'm at gymnastics
for cheerleading,” freshman
cheerleader Sydney Key said.
“Qutside of those two, [ don’t
really have any other hobbies,
and I don’t have anything I'd
like to learn at the moment.”

For girls, and even a few
guys, being in cheerleading
is another fun way to spend
time. Cheerleadersalwayshave
something to do, whether it
is practicing routines, cheer-
ing in the game, or just doing
some awesome tricks at home.
Cheerleading can also lead to
scholarships as well as com-
munity servicehoursby helping
out the elementary kids in the
morningsby opening car doors.

Sports are are another way
to spend time. Whether it’s
playingagame, playingascrim-
mage, or practicing for a game,
you always have something
to keep you busy. Things like
football, volleyball, tennis, or
basketball can all be hobbies for
studentstohave. Sportsarealso
a way to receive scholarshiﬁ)s,
if students are good at what
they play. Sports teams can be
really tight-knit, and the team
members may go and hang out
at each other’s houses all the
time. Sportsareavailablealmost
anywhere, so there’s no excuse
that someone can’t make it, or
that they don’t have time.

“I usually hang out with
Jenna Phillips after school, but
I should be getting a job soon”
sophomore Kimberly Vick-
ers said. “I hang out with my
friends, and we ride around

town, or just walk sometimes.”
“At school, I plaﬁ trumpet in
band, as well as help manage
the Lady Lions basketball
team.”

Another activity is learning
to play an instrument. Classes
like band, choir, music theory,
or even just playing on your
own time can be a way to
spend time. Music is a creative
outlet and can make a success-
ful career with dedication and
commitment. Band in high
school is really fun, with half
time marching, and getting to
go to every game. “I really like
playinginband, because we get
to take road trips and hang out
onthebus” sopﬁomore Roberto
Cecilio said “It’s also really fun
when we get to play at the pep
rallies.” If you're really good,
you can even get a scholarship
by playing in the marching or
symphonic band.

From Student Council to
Band, there are many things
inside and outside of school to
beinvolved in. Having a hobby
keeps students out of trouble,
and can lead to future careers,
and an easy ride to college.

Sophomore Kimberly Vickers enjoys her favorite hobby by playing the trumpet during band practice.
(top) Junior Abby Reed and freshman Sydney Key pass the volleyball to each other showing their same
interest in a hobby. (bottom) rHoToS BY AUSTIN EDENFIELD
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Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2
September 27,2013 PG

| Animation | Comedy | Family
Flint Lockwood now works at The Live Corp
Company for his idol Chester V. But he’s forced
to leave his post when he learns that his most
infamous machine is still operational and is
churning out menacing food-animal hybrids.
Directors:
Writers: Judi Barrett, Ron Barrett
Stars: Bill Hader, Anna Faris, Will

j]
Staff Review: ‘_ y

Cody Cameron, Kris Pearn
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Grown Ups 2
July 12,2013 PG-13 101 min
Comedy

Director: Dennis Dugan

James, Chris Rock

Staff Review:

After moving his family back to his hometown to =
be with his friends and their kids, Lenny finds out [T
that between old bullies, new bullies, schizo bus
drivers, drunk cops on skis, and 400 costumed
party crashers sometimes crazy follows you.

Writers: Fred Wolf, Adam Sandler g,
Stars: Adam Sandler, Kevin l

>
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world.
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Insidious: Chapter 2

September 13,2013 PG-13 105 min
Horror | Thriller

The haunted Lambert family seeks to uncover
the mysterious childhood secret that has left
them dangerously connected to the spirit

Director: James Wan

Writers: Leigh Whannell, James Wan
Stars: Patrick Wilson, Rose Bryne, Barbara
4

?
)
Staff Review: ‘_ /
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Red 2
July 19,2013 PG -13 116 min
Action | Comedy | Crime

Director: Dean Parisot

Writers: Jon Hoeber, Erich Hoeber
Stars: Bruce Willis, Helen Mirren,
John Malkovich

Staff Review: ‘

Retired C.I.A. agent Frank Moses reunites his un-
likely team of elite operatives for a global quest
to track down a missing portable nuclear device.

»
2

THAT’S ENTERTAINI\/IENT

WORLD WAR Z THE CONJURING

World WarZis abook about Nothing is better than a
a zombie apocalypse and the good old-fashioned scary
stories of several characters movie to make you jump out
being interviewed by a re- of your skin, and The Conjuring
porter, who'is putting together is no different.
a history of the Zombie War, From the beginning of the
hence “World War Z”. movie to the climactic end,
Forany of youwho may have this is one terrifying movie.
gone tosee this, you know that | found myself jumping, and
this isn’t at all the storyline of even flinchingin terror, several
this movie. The movie follows times during the movie.
the life of Gerry, played by The Conjuring begins with a
Brad Pitt, an ex-UN investiga- family movingintoanewhouse
tor. Gerry travels around the backinthe woods with a beau-
worldinsearch of a cure forthe tiful property and lake behind
recentzombie epidemicthatis it. They love it, and imagine it
ravaging the entire globe. as their dream home for the
Had they named this movie first few nights.
something else instead of After they’'ve been there
World War Z, it could possibly for a few weeks, things start
have been betterreceived. The to happen, beginning with
special effects are riveting, stumbling into the basement.
the storyline is suspenseful in Pictures start falling, things
all the right places, and there touching or pulling on the chil-
are even a few kid-appropriate drenwake themup,andthe dog
jumpscares, where things pop is Killed by something unseen.
out at you, in the right places. The family dismisses it as
It has good story-telling, some sort of coincidence, and
as well as good actors to play they goabouttheirbusiness. But
good parts. The zombies in things start to get progressively
this movie are more family worse. The mother starts to
appropriate, with no missing bruise up, and the children start
limbs or profuse bleeding. to see things that aren’t there.
| found myself very into this When the mom is pulled
movie, even wantingto tell key into the basement by invisible
characters to “Run!” or “look hands, they decide toseek help.
out!” whentheywereindanger, They get the attention of
untill remembered what | was Ed and Lorraine Warren, two
watching. demonologists skilled in para-
The fact remains; this is normal behaviors.
not a movie that follows the They check the house out
book. There have been many and tell the family they’re be-
movies that differ from their ing haunted by the ghost of a
book counterparts, such as mother who hung herself, as
The Lightning Thief, or the wellasalittle boy who vanished.
well-known Harry Potter books, They set up some gear and
but World War Z is completely start an investigation. Things
different from the book from start to happen rapidly, until
start to finish. the point where the mother is
The book also lacks a real possessed and tries to murder
main character, whereas, the her daughter.
movie follows the adventure With an ending straight
of a character that isn’t even out of an exorcism movie, The
in the book. Conjuring has you on the edge
Ifyou haven’t read the book, of your seat until the very end.

then | would definitely recom-
mend renting this movie and
even watching with your family
or friends.

NOW YOU SEE ME

Now You See Me is a movie
about four magicians called
“The Four Horsemen” after the
iconic death-wielding warriors
from the Bible. After robbing
a bank over 4000 miles away
from where they hold their
show, the rest of the movie
switches between scenes of the
magicians and the FBI agent
trying to catch them.

While this can be abad thing
in most cases, | believe thatthe
director of the movie used the
confusion perfectly and it made
for a very enjoyable watch.

The twists in this movie are
so huge thatthe watcher literally
cannoteven guess what’s going
to happen next, with the exact
opposite of what you expect
coming into play several times.

With notable faces like Jesse
Eisenberg and Woody Harrel-
son, both of which played in
Zombie Land, the storytelling
and acting in this movie are
amazing.

| found myself on the edge
of my seat foralmost the entire
movie and shocked ateach new
twist and trick that played out
inthe movie. The suspense and
thrills are perfectly balanced
throughout the show, and it
makes for a treat watch.

If you're a fan of magicians,
then this is a movie you want to
see. It features famous tricks
everyone knows but in the most
unusual of ways, as well as
tricks you would neverimagine.

This has easily become one
of my favorite movies, and |
recommend seeingit. Whether
with the family, on a date,
or just seeing a movie with
friends, Now You See Me is a
great movie that will continue
to thrill every time you watch.
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Past royals reflect on memories

Former
homecoming
queens reminisce

prized moments

BY CURRY WILSON
Staff Writer

Have youever wondered what
it would be like to be nominated
for Albany High School Home-
coming Queen?

Have you ever thought about
winning it twice?

Asasophomore in high school
in 1982, Piper Parker Tankers-
ley never tﬁought about being
crowned Homecoming Queen,
an honor she received not once,
but twice.

Traditions have changed since
then. It used to be that each class
had a nominee, where as today
each class nominates a senior for
the honor. Back then students
would alternate either decorating
the school hallway or have a big
homecoming parade.

“The freshmen and sopho-
mores would go up against the
juniors and seniors to see who
could make the best decorations,”
says Tankerlsey a Nancy Smith
Elementary teacher.

“It just so happened that the
parade day fell on my sophomore
and senior year.”

As the big night approached,
Tankersley and her escort were
just happy to be on the field.
Standing on the cool grass with her
heavyhairand a tightdress, Tank-
ersley waited on the announcer to
call someoneelse’sname outwhen
the unexpected happened. With
running mascara and a shocked
face, thelittle sophomore claimed
her unexpected crown.

“Tjust didn’t think I was in the
running”, says Tankersley “I cried
and cried and cried the first time

won, I couldn’t stop crying!”
Thehonor typically went to the
seniornominee or occasionally the

Former senior Piper Parker Tankersley and senior escort Jeff Bal-
liew pose for the Albany High School homecoming queen picture in

1984. FiLE PHOTO

junior student.

Tradition then also called for
the queen won to kiss her escort
and kiss the student class presi-
dent who presented the crown.

Not even thinking about the
kiss because she was so over-
whelmed with emotions Tanker-
sley and her escort shared a light
peckunderthe Fridayniﬁhtlights.

After claiming her shiny new
headpiece, the 1982 Homecoming
Queen did the noble thing again
and alsokissed the class president.

“I was shy about things like
that,” said Tankerlsey

Jump forward two football
seasons and Tankersley, now a
senior, was nominated again for
Homecoming Queen.

Donning a beautiful, formal
gownshestood with the cool grass
beneath her feet, fora second time
soaking in the lasts moments of
her final homecoming experience
as a student.

“I think when you are a senior
you think about your each event
the willbe yourlast, and I wasjust
taking in my last homecoming,”
Tankersley said with a smile.

While waiting for the answer
but not really caring if she got it
ornot, Tankerlsey once again won
the crown.

This time, however, since her
escort had a girlfriend, she did
not kiss him.

“ My escort had a girlfriend
that year so I didn’t kiss him out
of respect for her,” she said.

Since kissing her escort was
out of the question, Tankersley
did kiss the senior class president,
which was her boyfriend at the
time.

A few vyears later, Tankersley
had a daughter named Chloe,
who never got to experience the
excitement of being nominated
for homecoming queen since she

chose to graduate a year early.

“I never felt obligated to win
because of her,” says Early, “ but
I thought it was neat that she had
wontwice. Tankersley’s daughter,
now ChloeEarly of Ira, was elected
asthe class princessboth her fresh-
man and junior years, but wasn’t
eligible to vie for queen because
the rules changes to allow only
senior nominees.

“ 1 was honored and a little
nervous about being in front of
people too.” Chloe said,” but I
thought it was neat that she won
twice.”

Flash forward to 2011, where
another hopeful senior stood on
the field waiting for her name to
be called. Senior Jamie Fuentes
alsowaited her turn for the crown.

“ 1 wasn’t nervous,” Fuentes
said “Iloved getting towalk on the
field in a sparkling dress.”

Standing next to her father,
Jimmy Fuentes, the announcer
called out Jamie’s name to come
and claim her prize.

“ The first thing that I thought
when they called my name was
how my Dad felt at that moment
standing right beside me. I was
just happy to make him proud.”
Fuentes said.

With a crown on her head and
a king next to her, Fuentes was
excited about her win.

“ I wanted to be the one to
represent our school and its tradi-
tions.” Fuentes said.

Watching his daughter being
crownwas a high point for, Jimmy
Fuentes too.

“ 1 felt it was very deserving
since it was her senior year and
she had gone to school here most
of her life,” Fuentes said.

Though there have been doz-
ens of queens over the years and
while traditions have changed,
they have one thing in common-
a crown.

High prices heig

Overall expenses
increase for

students

BY CHANDLER FIELDS
Staff Writer

The beginning of each school
year comes with expenses,
including some more obvious
than others.

Concerns abound about what
to wear, what to bring, and ne-
cessities such as paper, pencils,
binders, notebooks, pens and
even the cost of insurance to
play sports vie for a place in the
budget.

There are local programs to
help reduce the price of school
supplies or even provide them
without charge, including the
Shackelford County Community
Resource Center.

One of the main “hidden”
costs of starting a new school
year can be insurance.

While some students may be
covered by their parents” insur-
ance plans, others use Texas Kids
First Network, which has two
plansforlocal students: astudent
accident plan and a football ac-
cident plan.

The 24-hour Accident Plan
is available for students for an
annual cost of $80 not including
school athletic injuries or $180
per year including all sports ex-
cept football. A policy covering
accidents only during the school
day or during school sponsored
events both with or without
athletics can be purchased for
$30 or $90.

Football related injuries re-
quire special football insurance
which costs $325 per school year.
However, the school district
helps offset that cost.

“The price of the football
policy is split between the fam-
ily and the school district. If a
family already has insurance,
each one of the plansis an added
supplement, meaning it typically
covers what the already existing
insurance doesn’t cover,” super-
intendent Shane Fields said.

These policies exclude scrim-
mages, practices not during the
school year, and events held
away from school premises.

Included with the necessities,
the price of new clothes is a big
factorin calculating the total cost
for back-to-school. No matter

New
Undershirt
$7-$15

New
binder
organizer
$15-$20

New shorts /" |
$20-$30 '

New shoes
$80-$110

what brand or style, the cost of
clothing isn’t cheap.

“On the lower price range,
you'll end up spending: $25-$30
onshoes, $15 for a pair of jeans, $5
for undergarments. On average,
you'd spend $200 total. Moving
to the higher end, brands could
cost up to a thousand dollars,”
counselor Dee Dee Waggoner
said. Along with the Resource
Center, Closet Angels is also an-
other way to cut costs on school
clothes.

This is the third year students
have school-issued MacBooks.
Students or parents are required
to pay half of the insurance each
year, a $25 fee. That doesn’t mean
thatis the only cost the school has
to pay for the laptops.

“Besides the $25 insurance
fee for students, the school has

New
notebooks
and folders

$9-$15

New lunch

bag
$20-$30

Laptop deposit
$25

to pay an additional $1,200 for
thelaptops, $40 for the protective
bag, and $25 for the other half of
theinsurance perhigh school stu-
dent,” principal Kevin Hill said.
Dual credit classes also add
an expense for some students.
Administrated through Cisco
College, the classes offer transfer-
able college class credits tonearly
every state and private school
in Texas. Doubling up on math
during the eighth grade year and
science during freshman year, ju-
niors like Sierra Price know what
it feels like taking a college- level
class as just a sophomore.
“I'think the dual credit classes
will give me an advantage going
into college. I'm not really con-
cerned about the cost right now,
butI’'mgladit’scheaperand Iam
gettingitoverwith,” Pricesaid. “I

New blouse
$15-$20

\ Laptop deposit
$25

New
jeans
$25-$50

e 8
/

New shoes
$80-$110

consider that they offer more col-
lege classes like History since we
were a year ahead on math and
science. That would make it less
we would have to do in college
or maybe even in the summer.”

The cost for dual credit classes
is $272 for science courses a se-
mester, and $202 a semester for
any other college classes offered
including math and English. Sci-
ence course costs include a book
and labs. Other dual credit classes
require buying a book ranging
anywhere from $40-$180.

One of the more important
costs for studentsis school lunch-
es. Whetherit's on campus or off,
money is still being spent. School
lunch prices have increased
to $2.10 for students, $2.70 for
adults, all ice cream is $1.00, and
extra milk is $.30. For students

hten In high school

like junior Tyler Morgan, eating
off campus for lunch is almostan
everyday choice.

“Eating out for lunch at places
like Los Cazadores and Prairie
Star seem like my only options
unless I eat at a friend’s house.
Living ten miles out of town and
with only 32 minutes for lunch
makes it impossible to go to my
house and back in that amount
of time,” Morgan said. “Also the
cost of gas going home every-
day would be outrageous. Even
though it’s costing about $9 per
day to eat out, it's much more
convenient just to stay in town,”
Morgan said.

Othermiscellaneous costs that
could be added are the price of
fuel going to school and back,
snacks, FFA and FFCLA dues,
concession stand purchases at
games, and even the newest
Albany Lion or Lady Lion shirts
sold by the Booster Club and
Sweet Tees.

WHAYT’S
HAPPENING!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October

4 Homecoming vs. Gorman @7:30-Here

5 SAT Testing @ Albany

5 Varsity Volleyball vs. Lingleville @10:30 a.m.-
Here

8 Varsity, JV, Freshman, Jr. High Volleyball vs. Gor-
man@ 4/5/6:30 p.m.-Here

9 Cross Country Meet @Albany Golf Coarse

10 JV/Jr. High Football vs. Roscoe @4/5/6:00

11 Varsity Football vs. Roscoe @7:30-Here

12 Varsity/JV Volleyball vs. Moran @5/6:30-There

14 )V, Freshman, Jr. High games Volleyball vs. Jim
Ned @ 4 p.m.-Here

15 Cross Country TBA

15 Varsity,JV Volleyball vs. Ranger @5/6:30- there

16 11th Grade PSAT

18 Varsity Football vs. Roby @7:30-Here

19 Varsity/JV Volleyball vs. DeLeon @10/11:30-
Here

21 Picture retakes and senior pictures

21 TAKS Exit ELA Retest

22 Varsity Volleyball vs. Lingleville @5p.m.- There

22 TAKS Exit Math Retest

23 TAKS Exit Science Retest

23 District Cross Country Meet @ Seymour

24 TAKS Exit Social Studies Retest

24 )V/Jr. High Football vs. Baird @4/5/6:00- Here

25 Varsity Football vs. Baird @7:30-There

26 Varsity/JV Volleyball vs.Gorman @10/11:30

31 JV/Jr. High Football vs. Cross Plains
@4/5/6:00-There

November

1 Varsity Football vs. Cross Plains @7:30-Here

2 Varsity Volleyball District Certifiation

2 Cross Country Regional Meet @Arlington

4-5 Varsity Volleyball BI-District

8 Varsity Football vs. Hamlin @7:30-There

7 JV/Jr. High Football vs. Hamlin @4/5/6:00-Here
7-9 Varsity Volleyball Area
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AHS True Life: | grew up fatherless

Student opens
up in tell-all story
about personal
experiences

BY KATHRYN HAMILTON
Assistant Editor

Imagine the man who raises
his little girl. The man that re-
ceives butterfly kisses after say-
ing bedtime prayers. The man
that warns his little girl about
the dangers of boys, but with
an aching heart walks her down
the aisle, giving her away to one.

Imagine all of what a girl
wants. Then imagine not having
any of them.

While many girls take a car-
ing father for granted or simply
overlookhavingafatheraround,
junior Thalia Dudley has never
had the chance for either.

There was a time when Dud-
ley had both her parents in her
life.

“We were living with my aunt
at the time, and my dad would
come over to visit both of us,”
Dudley said.

But in one day, one incident,
and one fight, the life they once
knew was set ablaze in the heat
of one altercation.

“My auntand momneeded to
go buy some food at the corner
store down the street,” Dudley
explained. “Since we weren’t
going very far, my mom decided
to hold me. When we got back,
my dad was there.”

Heasked where they had been
and checked to seeif Dudley had
been in a car seat. The answer
he received fueled his rage. The
yelling and shouting that took
place from there was just the
wind strengthening the flame.

“My dad blew up. He was
yelling, ‘she could’ve died!” Go-
ing on and on. There was a ton of
yelling back and forth. Nothing
physical took place, just yelling.”

Walking away to another
room, Dudley’s mother made
a phone call. In 15 minutes, she
and Dudley were gone. Her
grandfather picked them up to
move out.

“It was just that one fight. She
said thatwhen she was pregnant,
he was always supportive and
there for her, but that fight was
aside of him she had never seen

and it scared her. So she fled.”

Within 15 minutes, Dudley
departed from her father. De-
parted from the relationship that
was just beginning. Asking how
much time he had left, he said
goodbye. Letting them go, just
like that.

She didn’tsee him for another
14 years.

“We moved to Anson and
then decided to live here in Al-
bany with my Uncle Martin,”
Dudley said.

Dudley’s father decided to
go after them, but her uncle,
who was doing what he
thought best for the girls,
told Dudley’s father that
they didn’t want anything
todowith him, and thathis
daughter would be better
off without him. '

Just like that, he was
done looking for them.
Done fighting.

Dudley soon '
thought of a new
man in her moth-
er’s life as “dad.”

“Richard
moved in with
us,” Dudley
said. “Mymom
said that T had
asked if he
was my dad.
Apparently
they looked
at each other
and decided
to tio along
withit. From
then on, I
thought of him as my father.”

At the age of six, Dudley
would lose another father.

“There were complications
between him and my mom. They
had a big fight and a couple of
weekslaterhemoved out,” Dud-
ley said. “It was hard and also a
relief. I say that because Richard
and my mom always fought, and
he was always drunk. Bloodshot
eyes all of the time.”

Ever]}qfthing wasoutof control.

“Richard and my mom were
fighting, and it escalated to him
throwing chairs and going crazy,
punching the walls,” Dudley
recollects. “I saw what was hap-
pening, so I stepped in because
I knew he wouldn’t hit me. He
was throwing things all around
her, so I figured it was going to
escalate to him getting physical.
At six years-old, I stepped in

and told the only father I knew
to get out.”

The things a six-year-old
shouldn’t have to handle or wit-
ness, Dudley faced bravely.

“All I can remember was my
mom crying. And that was the

On Dudley’s next birthday,
she would be bombarded with
some big news. The ultimate
surprise party, minus the party.

“Itwasmy birthday, and Iwas
comparing myself to my dad,
asking why I didn’t look any-
thing like him. My mom turned
to me and told me he wasn’t my
father,” Dudley said. “AllTasked
was his name.”

Melvin.

That was only Dudley’s first
question. A million more were
piling up high in her mind

“Confusion was running
through my head. I asked her,
‘Am I even Mexican? What am
I?” Then I learned that I was
half Mexican and half black. My
thought was, okay...?”

Dudley wanted to know more
and more. She was curious to
find out about the other side of

herself. She feltasif she could not
find out who she was, until she
found out who he was.

“As the years went on, I start-
ed asking more questions. My
mom wentonlineand found him
onFacebook. She senthim a mes-
sage on my thirteenth birthday
saying, if this means anything
to you, you will remember what
happened 13 years ago today.”

Noreply. Ayearlater she mes-
saged him againand asked him if
he wouldlike tosee his daughter.

He replied, “Yes.”

“I'was so nervous. We met at
Rosa’s in Abilene, and of course,
the day we went is the day that
every black guy came toRosa’s,”
Dudley said withasmile. “Is that
him? Is that him? My stomach

was in knots.”
The wait was finally over.
After 14 years, he was face to
face with his daughter.
“When he first saw
me, lhad noidea what
he was thinking. He
was a very hard per-
son to read. It was
soawkward at first
because I didn’t
know what to
say and he didn’t
know whattosay.
He started asking
basic questions
and it became
more comfort-
able.”
All the ques-
tions she had
iiled high in her
ead started to
spill out.

He told her about his school-
ing, hisdaysasan Armybrat, and
about his wife and son.

“We exchanged numbers and
he started texting me about once
aweek. He was even able to take
partin the planning of my Quin-
cenera,” Dudley said.

Dudley finally started expe-
riencing those special father-
daughter moments.

“It was so special to have him
atmy Quincenera.Ithad worried
me that I wouldn’t have anyone
to do a father-daughter dance
with me. So it really meant a lot
that he was there and did that
for me.”

After her birthday, the rela-
tionship that seemed to be going
so well started to crumble.

“We had been meeting up
until my Quincenera, but after

that it downgraded to texting. I
knew it was because of his wife,”
Dudley said. “Iguessshe thought
my dad would get reconnected
with my mom through me, so
she didn’tlike me from the start.”

Whatever the cause, the con-
tact between the two dwindled.

“Aftermy Quincenera, Ispent
Christmas at his mom’s house.
He would come over to see me
after work, but I could never go
over to his house. There wasn’t
a reason, but it was obvious his
wife didn’t like the idea of me
being around.”

Her father seemed to accept
that he was not going to have
a close relationship with his
new-found daughter. Instead of
fighting for his daughter, he let
her hurt.

“I asked my mom about it
and she sat me down and said,
‘Honey, your dad is not a fighter.
He does not fight for anything
he wants. He doesn’t have that
fight.”

Dudley on the other hand is
afighter and though her father’s
submissive attitude bothers her,
she does her best not to dwell
on it.

“I'm to the point where I am
no longer sad about my relation-
ship with my dad, but actually
offended,” Dudley said. “I'm
offended because for the longest
time, I thought I was not impor-
tant enough to be fought for.”

Now, even the occasional
contact has ended.

“His wife had all contact cut
off fromme. Itbothered me when
it first started because I didn’t
understand why someone would
want to hurt me so much,” Dud-
ley said. “HereIam, 16 yearsold,
andIjustwant toknow my father.
That'sall. Idon’thave adesire or
reason to break up their family.”

Recently,Dudley came to a
realization.

“I stopped blaming her and
started blaming him. He’s not
fighting for me. She cut off his
pl%one, but he still has a car. He
could still drive here to see me,
and he does have a say.”

Dudley isn’t dwelling on her
father’s unwillingness to fight
for her anymore because she is
the olfl)posite. Sheis a fighter and
will have to fight for the things
she wants, evenis her fatherisn’t
there to help her.

Albany attracts students from around the world

Exchange student
is housed by new
Albany residents

BY MOLLY LEE
Feature Editor

Moving to a new school can
be difficult, including being the
“new kid,” having to figure out
how to be involved, remember-
ing names and faces, and mak-
ing new friends.

Imagine not only being new
to the school, but also gaining a
new sibling for 10months whois
traveling to the United States for
the first time from Diisseldorf,
Germany. This became real-
ity for junior Austin Edenfield
when he decided to move from
Jacksonville, Florida to Albany
and gainanew foreignexchange
sister, Darlene Schwabroch.

“My parents, Melissa and
Greg Pridemore, are the ones
that wanted to host a foreign ex-
changestudent, butI'menjoying
her being here,” Edenfield said.

Schwabroch’s foreign ex-
change program is called
SHARE, which partners with
organizations in different coun-
tries through the German ex-
change program being called
Experiment e.v.

“We have kept a foreign
exchange student before, so we
were already involved with the
SHARE program,” Melissasaid.
“We just told them we were in-
terested inhousing anexchange
student again and they sent us
information with exchange stu-
dents from different countries
that SHARE partners with.”

Schwabroch had to go
through an interview process
with alot of paperwork to see if
she was a good candidate.

“The interview was to see if
I was reliable and qualified to

Secretary Jennifer Corbin reviews class schedules with new students, junior Austin Edenfield and

7,

sophomore foreign exchange student Darlene Schwaborch.. pHoTo BY MOLLY LEE

be in the exchange program,”
Schwabroch said. “Fortunately,
they thought I was a good fit.”

Having a new sibling wasn’t
a major change for Edenfield,
who lived in Florida with his
father last year.

“I already have siblings that
live in Albany, but now there’s
more food to cook, lessbathroom
time, and it's more packed in the
car,” Edenfield said.

Schwabroch had to leave
three siblings in Germany in
order to gain new ones in her
host home.

“I'have three younger broth-
ers, and I live with my stepfa-
ther,” Schwabroch said. “Every-
oneisalways thereincluding our
two cats, so it can get chaotic at
times, but it would be boring
without all of it.”

Schwabroch’s stepfather,
Guido Helling, who is a social

worker in Germany, has mixed
feelings about Schwabroch be-
ing in the United States.

“He’s happy that I could
have this experience because
he knew I really wanted to do
this,” Schwabroch said. “Of
course, though, he really misses
me being with him.”

As expected, Schwabroch’s
schoolin Germany is differentin
many ways from Albany High,
such as saying the morning
pledges to tﬁe flag.

“In my school you have to
rent a locker and everyone has
one here,” Schwabroch said.
“We don't get the opﬁortunity
to have a warm lunch because
wedon’thavea cafeteria. Wejust
bring ourlunches and eaton the
playground orsomewhereelse.”

Differences in school life
doesn’t just differ between
countries;itcanapply tovarious

areasof the United Statesas well.

“Albany is small, and ev-
erybody knows everybody,”
Edenfield said. “I like how
everything is so close here. My
school in Jacksonville was huge
compared to here.”

Schwabroch’s school in Ger-
many focuses more on core
classes than electives.

“We don’t have the opportu-
nity to take newspaper or any
other electives at my school,”
Schwabroch said. “We just take
basic classes like mathematics
and language.”

Schwabroch has the opportu-
nity to participate in something
in Albany that she considers
a hobby and enjoyed doing in
Diisseldorf.

“I get to play the saxo-
phone in the marching band,”
Schwabroch said. “I am a part
of the band at my school in

Germany, but it’s just a concert
band, so I was happy I could be
a part of it here, too.”

One of the exciting things
about being in the marching
band is performing on Friday
nights at the football games.

“I've never watched a foot-
ball game until I came here,
and they are so much fun”
Schwabroch said. “They have
football in Germany, butit’s not
that popular.”

Schwabroch is from a large
city in Germany, but she is ad-
justing to Albany’s “small town”
feel, too.

“I like the ‘home’ feeling
that this high school has,”
Schwabroch said. “At the vol-
leyball games, I didn’t expect
teachers, parents, and the town
to come watch.”

Edenfields parents were
drawn to Albany’s “old fash-
ioned” feel.

“I got a job offer in Brecken-
ridge, and we were trying to find
aplacetolive,” Austin’s mother
Melissa said. “We just fell in
love with this town, and after
talking to a few people, they all
recommendedlivingin Albany.”

Albany’s “smalltown” repu-
tation is proving to grow on
newcomers.

“It's so weird to be in the
grocery store and have random
people talktoyou,” Schwabroch
said. “It's not that Germans are
unfriendly, butyou don’t talk to
people really if you don’t know
them. Everyone is so friendly
here.”

Schwabroch enjoys traveling
and experiencing new cultures,
and she plans on visiting the
United States againin the future.

“I feel comfortable here, and
it feels like home,” Schwabroch
said. “I want to come back on
vacation and visit my host fam-
ily. I'm really happy here, and
I'm enjoying speaking English
all the time.”
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Pringle calls in one last huddle

Former head
football coach
returns to Albany

BY MADISON JONES
Editor-In-Chief

The 1971-1974 head coach,
Bill Pringle, will make an ap-
pearance during the half-time
of the homecoming game dur-
ing a special recognition of the
players he coached in Albany.

Bill Pringle began his coach-
ing in Albany in 1971 after
leaving his assistant coaching
job in Haskell.

“Winning isn’t everything,
it’s the only thing, and Albany
had a great tradition of winning
football games, so I applied for
the job along with 75 other ap-
plicants,” Pringle said. “It had
come down tome and one other
coach, but since the school had
let go of the head football and
head basketball coach, I told
them Iwaswilling to coachboth,
so they gave me the job. I was
tickled to death to get it and to
start working with the players
because I was going to make
them work.”

Pringle won two district
championships, along with
making it to the quarterfinals of
the playoffsin 1971. He finished
with a 30-12-2 record during his
time in Albany.

“In those days, the only team
that moved ahead in the play-
offs was the first place team,”
former player K.C. Jones said.
“It was a huge deal to move on
past district.”

Joneswas the varsity quarter-
back for three of the four years
Pringle coached.

“Coach Pringle was ahead of
his time at the high school level
utilizing his assistant coaches
for scouting and having us do
team meetings the night before

g
t,

Former
head foot-
ball coach
Bill Pringle
coaches his
players and
oversees a
play during
one of his
practices
in 1972.
Pringle will
return to Al-
bany for the
homecom-
ing game
against
Gorman,
which will be
the second
district game
for the Lions.
A reception
is planned at
the Whitney
Theatre to
honor Coach
Pringle for
his accom-
plishments
and time
| dedicated to
guiding local
athletes.
FILE PHOTO

the football game,” Jones said.

Former offensive guard and
defensive tackle of 1971, Tank
Nelson, described Pringle’s
strengths as a coach.

“Coach Pringle came to
Albany my senior year of high
school,” Nelson said. “He
quickly switched our offenses
and defenses to more modern
plays. There is a certain at-
mosphere and expectation in
Albany thatisn’tinother places,
and Coach Pringle had a knack
for jelling players together and
putting them on the same track
to succeed.”

Pringle of course moved his
family to Albany during his stint

as head coach, which included
his three children. One of them,
Tricia Pringle Gary, was in high
school at the time.

“Having my dad as a coach
gave us so many opportunities
to meet new people and travel
to new towns,” Gary said. “He
taught us discipline and self-
motivation.”

Gary recalls changes her
dad made when they moved
to Albany.

“It was tradition for the
cheerleaders to paint a huge
signand holditupin the middle
of the highway for the head
football coach to drive through
during playoffs: But when I

finally became a cheerleader,
my dad wouldn’t allow us to
hold up the crash sign because
it was ‘too dangerous,” Gary
said with a chuckle. “I was so
disappointed.”

Gary cherishes the time she
had withherdad inhigh school.

“I think I was privileged to
get to spend so much time with
my father,” Gary said. “Coach-
ing does limit a person’s time
at home, so it was nice that his
children were able to be with
him during the day.”

Pringle said many memories
were made in Albany.

“Each day we worked on
Wishbone, abackfield formation

that had the quarterback, a full
back, and two half backs which
Tadopted from the University of
Texas, for 15 minutes at the end
of practice,” Pringle said. “We
had neveruseditinagame until
the second half of the quarter
final game against Plains. It
worked; Plains couldn’t stop
us because they had never seen
anything like it. It was like hav-
ing an extra five dollar bill that
you had never used.”

Pringle retired in 2004 with
37 years of football head coach
under his belt.

“Albany was and still is the
best coaching job I ever had
because the whole community
would getbehind you,” Pringle
said. “All of the parents would
beatthe drum;itwas the wildest
thing. Things like thatjustdon’t
happen in other ﬁlaces.”

Having coached at many
other towns and even at the
college level, Pringle still re-
members the experience he had
in Albany.

“The boys were expected to
play hard by their parents and
the community,” Pringle said.
“You just had so much support
because the whole community
was behind us.”

Pringle smiles at the thought
of coming back to an Albany
homecoming game.

“Thaveneverbeenback toan
Albany homecoming game so
I am excited to see those Lions
fight once again,” Pringle said.

Jones agrees it was time for
Pringle to return for a visit.

“It has been long overdue
to have Coach Pringle back to
recognize him for the influence
he had in my life and many
other players he coached here
in Albany,” Jones said.

There willbe areception from
5:30-7:00 at the Whitney Theatre
before the homecoming game
for anyone who would like to
come and speak with Coach
Pringle.

Sports traditions, superstitions revealed

Coaches,athletes
share game day
rituals, quirks

BY LEWIS KELLY
Sports Editor

Even though some may be
more profound than others,
many athletes and coaches have
superstitions and game day ritu-
als that they find necessary to do
every season.

“I have an aftershave called
LionHearted thatI wear onevery
game day,” Coach Paul Johnston
said. “If I'm on a win streak I'll
continue to wear the same shirt
and socks, but wash them in
between games for as long as we
continue to win.”

Some coaches have been do-
ing the same traditions year after
Kear since they were athletes in

igh school.

“When I was in high school,
I wouldn’t cut my hair during
a season, and from then on I've
been doing the same thing,”
CoachRyder Peacocksaid. “After
each season is over, I get a hair-
cut, and then I will go without
one until the next sport's season
is over.”

Some rituals can be as simple
as eating the same food on the
day of a game.

“Every Friday morning of the
football season, I wake up and
my grandma makes toast and
bananas forme,” senior Rahkeese
McCree said.

The sophomore football play-
ers as a group have a similar
tradition of eating the same lunch
from Prairie Star on game days.

“On game day, one of the
varsity sophomore moms brings
lunch for us,” sophomore Drew
Neecesaid. “Themomstake turns
every week bringing the food for
us since we can’t leave campus.”

While some rituals may be
simple, others can become quite
complex.

“When I do the laundry, the
hangerhook always goes over the
leftshoulder wheneverThangup
the clothes,” Johnston said. “ And
when I put out team uniforms, I
put them out in a certain order,

socks down first, shorts on top,
warm ups hung first, jerseys
hung last and always in numeri-
cal order.”

Other traditions may not be
key to winning a game, but they
are things found to be relaxing or
encouraging.

“Iused to give Audrey a hug
beforekickoff every Friday night.
She would always come up to
me and give me a hug before
the National Anthem,” Coach
Denny Faith said. “She told me
that since she was going off to
college, I could start hugging
Adam instead, but he’s not as
cute as her.”

Some people don’treally know
when theirritualsactually started
or if they make a difference, but
after they continued on with them
for a while, they just became a
habit.

“Idon’tknow thatthey work,”
Johnston said. “I guess I just
started out doing a certain pat-
tern every time before games so
Iwouldn’tforget things, but then
after a while it all turned into a
game or tradition of always do-
ingitthe same way soeverything
feels right.”

Johnston reminisces on past
traditions with other coaches.

“Back when I used to coach
football, Coach Faith and the
other coachesandIalong with our
wives would go to Abilene each
Wednesday night of the season to
eat out, but we would never eat
at the same restaurant twice in a
season,” Johnstonsaid. “Onetime
Mrs. Terrell had a 103 fever and
didn’t want to go out to dinner,
but Mr. Terrell made her go out
to eat with them anyway before
the game that week to keep the
tradition the same.”

Some traditions could be con-
sidered more of a routine.

“When we have an out-of-
town game, I like to drive thebus
to the stadium, butafter the game
on the way home, I don’t really
like driving,” Faith said.

CoachDavid Fairchild alsohas
a tradition of driving the bus of
athletes to the field during home

ames.

“Coach Faith likes to drive to
the out of town games, but ever
since I've been coaching football

here, I've always driven the var-
sity bus to the ﬁome field before
the games,” Fairchild said.

Other coaches' superstitions
are a little more out of the ordi-
nary than just driving the buses
to games.

“I always listen to Queen on
the way toschool on game days,”
Johnston said. “If I find a penny
on game day, I put it in my left
shoe.”

One student attributes a loss
in the softball season to a break
in routine.

“During softball throughout
the entire playoff season, [ kept a
pack of peanut butter crackers in
my bat bag at all times. I would
eat two peanut butter crackers
each game,” senior Kathryn
Hamilton said.

The Lady Lions made it to the
state tournament last year, but
lost in the semifinal round.

“Before getting off the bus, I
realized I didn’t have any crack-
ers in my bag. Without looking
I grabbed a pack of crackers,”
Hamiltonsaid. “During the game
when I went to get a cracker, I
realized it was a cheese cracker
and my heart skipped a beat.”

As t{le popularsports commer-
cial says about odd rituals, “It's
only weird if it doesn’t work.”

= >

Sophomores Alex Faith and Caleb Masters (top) receive their traditional game day lunch from Mike

Cotter. Coach Fairchild (bottom) drives the varsity football team to their game as part of his weekly

bus driving ritual. pHoTO BY LEWIS KELLY
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Lions prepare for district schedule

Team strives
for undefeated
season

BY CONOR WILSON
Assistant Editor

The Albany Lions are showing
that their hard work has been
paying off. The team of 18is fight-
ing through district witha goal of
winning their sixth consecutive
district title.

“Last year we had a large
group of seniors that had alot of
experience playing on the varsity
level,” head coach, Denney Faith,
said. “This year we have younger
kids who arejustnow getting the
feel of varsity games.”

Even thoug% they are small
in number, the team is showing
something much greater than
low numbers.

“You canmake up forsize with
alotofheart,” Faithsaid. “Clearly
this group is proving that.”

The long hot summer work-
outs did not affect the player’s
mentality of being successful in
the sport they love.

“Football is my favorite
sport,” sophomore Drew Neece

said. “Living in Albany, it is
clearly one of the most popular
sports to people, so I really put
more effortinto it than any other
sport.”

Neece is filling the spot of
alumni Jake Bumguardner who
now plays for Mary-Hardin
Baylor.

“A lot of people ask me if I
feel a lot of pressure since I am
filling some pretty big shoes,
but it doesn’t feel any different”
Neecesaid. “Itfeelslike any other
football season. I just keep it in
my head that I have to perform
my best.”

Being a JV move-up player
last year, junior, Stevie Philli}}zs,
is fired up and ready to see what
this season has to offer.

“The atmosphere of playin,
in a varsity game is so muc
different, but in a good way,”
Phillips said. “Theintensity, fans,
adrenaline, excitement, and our
determination are on a much
higher level.”

With only two more years left
to play thesportheloves, Phillips
is soaking up every minute of it.

“Footballisaway oflife,” Phil-
lipssaid. “Assoonasitends, you
justsit around and wait until the
next year when it starts again.”

Phillips has set goals for him-

self as well as his team.

“I want us to work as a team
in everything we do,” Phillips
said. “My personal goal this year
is to give all the glory to God no
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matter what the outcome is.”

For some, this will be the last
year to ever play football. Senior
Hunter Munden is set on ending
with a great year.

Senior Javier Rocha paves the way for sophomore Drew Neece as

he blocks a Munday Mogul. The Lions went on to win against the
Moguls 48-8. Albany will face Gorman tonight in the second game
of the district race. PHOTO BY CHANDLER FIELDS

“My goal for this year is
to give all the glory to God,”
Munden said. “Also, I want
to set a good example for the
underclassmen, and of course
win the state ring.”

For Munden, football has
been a part of his life since he
was little.

“It is kind of sad knowing it
will be my last year because I
will never get to play it again,”
Munden said. “When the time
comes for me to turn in my jer-
sey for the last time, I will not
only be hanging up whatIlove
most, butIwill be letting goofa
piece of my life that I will never
get back.”

The Lions are 4-0 for the sea-
sonand 1-Oindistrict. They play
the Gorman Panthers tonight
at the Robert Nail Stadium in a
homecoming showdown.

“This year we have kids who
are just now playing the varsity
level,” Faith said. “This team is
doing a great job staying strong
both mentally and physically.”

The Albany Lion’s district
opponents consist of Hamlin,
Baird, Cross Pains, Roby, Ros-
coe, Ranger and Gorman.

“Our goal has always been
to play as hard as we can to the
best of our abilities, and it will
all pay off in the end,” Faith said.

Lady Lions step up to fil

Girls battle
through adversity
to start season

BY MICHAEL COTTER
Staff Writer

The Albany Lady Lions vol-
leyball team started the season
strong despite injuries, racking
up a 18-9 record.

“Thebeginning of the season
was pretty rocky,” senior Lexie
Lee said. “But as the season
progressed, we really came
together as a team and started
playing very well.”

Coach Kimberly Hill agrees
that the squad is playing co-
hesively.

“This group actually likes
each other, whichis a very rare
quality inavolleyball team, but
also a huge bonus,” Hill said.
“Liking each other helps the
girls play selflessly, and their
passing has grown along with
their communication.”

Thebond the team has made
issurprising tosome. “We are a
little family; we get along very
well on and off the court,” Lee
said. “We are also very good at
pulling off wins, even whenno

one else thinks we can.”

The Lady Lions started off
the season scrimmaging Miles
and Knox City. Unfortunately,
tragedy struck when senior
Heidi Horneck fell during
practice and broke her ankle.
Horneck had been playing a
very importantrole as the Lady
Lions middle. “She was one
of our best spikers,” Lee said.
“Losing her was a big loss.”

Fortunately, Conor Wilson
stepped up to fill her role.

“The girls were very upset
when Heidi went down,” Hill
said, “but they stepped up
and filled the gaps with even
more aggression. Conor took
over the middle job which was
somewhatofasurprisebecause
of her height, but nobody told
her that. She plays very aggres-
sively,and we are very happy to
haveherasourmiddle player.”

Another issue to overcome
was the team’s experience
level.

“Last year seven seniors
graduated from the team,” Hill
said. “With no real returning
varsity starters, younger play-
ers are being asked to step up
and help the team.”

These playersinclude fresh-
man Rachel Hill, along with
sophomores Abby Reed and
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Freshman Rachel Hill goes up for a kill with senior Madison Jones
and sophomore Tobi Nall covering by her side. The varsity girls are
2-0 after the first two district games. PHOTO BY JARED HUSMANN

gaps

Tobi Nall, and a few juniors
and seniors who are new to the
varsity team.

“These younger girls ab-
solutely deserve their spots
on varsity. These roles were
not given to them; they were
earned through hard work and
dedication,” Hill said. “They
have a lot of talent and abil-
ity and are just like sponges.
They soak up all my advice
and transfer it onto the court.
They are very encouraging,
and I'm glad to have them on
my roster.”

The girls started off pre-
season placing fifth in the
tournament here in Albany.

“This year’s district is very
tough; it is the same district as
last year,” Hill said. “Gorman
and De Leon are going to be
very good. They were very
strong last year, but they were
also young. It's going to be a
battle for the top three spots.
I'd love to come out and say
that Albany is for sure going
to win district, but right now
there is really no telling. We
definitely have a shot.”

The Lady Lions opened up
district play against the Moran
Bulldogs September 24th, here
in the Den. Their district this
year includes Moran, Gorman,

EXpec

Athletes prepare
for district meet
in Seymour

BY SHELBY BARTON
Staff Writer

Already competing in sev-
eral practice meets this season,
the cross-country teamhasbeen
preparing since August for the
upcoming district meet on Oct.
23 in Seymour.

With seven girls and four
boys running on the team,
Coach Ginger Norton has high
expectations to not only com-
pete well as a team at district,
but also have individual run-
ners advance to the regional
meet as well.

“My main goal for this year
would be to have a boys” team
and girls’ team to place in the
top three at the district meet,”
Norton said.

Norton prepares her run-
ners with various techniques
besides just working on long
distance and running miles.

“Lately, I've had them work
on lots of hill work, along with
bleacher drills and interval
workouts which focus on quick
speed sprints,” said Norton.

ations

As one of the regional quali-
fiers from last year, junior Val-
erie Gandara has been running
on the team since her freshman
year and started training early
for this year’s season.

“I worked out all summer
just by going to morning
workouts, lifting in the weight
room, and running miles and
hill workouts,” Gandara said.

Unlike Gandara, sophomore
Kyler Conde is a new member
of the team and also a new
student.

“Iran cross-country lastyear,
but it was much different back
in Eula,” Conde said.

Conde claimed cross-coun-
try was “the football” of Eula.

“We would run up to five
miles a day with even more
hill work, where here we only
run two miles at the most,”
Conde said.

Conde has been pleased
with the results of their practice
meets so far, considering they
ran in the blistering heat.

Sophomore Curry Wilson
is also a new runner on the
varsity team.

“I'm a little nervous now
about running on varsity, but
I am going to try to run the
best I can,” Wilson said. “I feel
our team should do pretty well
this year because many of our

set high for runners

runnershave good stamina and
consistency.”

Having four of the runners
advance to regionals last year,
Norton is hoping for similar
results this year.

“We usually have several
runners qualify, but it’s not
easy,” Norton said. “Only the
top ten move on from our dis-
trict out of 50-60 runners, and
the competition can be pretty
tough.”

Reluctant to run her fresh-
man year, Gandara still isn’t
too enthused about the sport
but runs for the advantages it
has in other areas.

“Cross-country may not be
fun, but it helps me stay moti-
vated to improve in the track
events I'll be running in the
spring,” Gandara said.

With the district meet ap-
proaching, Gandara will keep
trying tobecome even stronger
and improve her skills.

“I want to keep knocking off
time with each run and stay up
with teammate Kami Norton,”
Gandara said.

The team will see if their
efforts have paid off on Oct. 23
at the district meetin Seymour,
and those who advance will
run again at the regional meet
scheduled Nov.2 at Vandergriff
Park in Arlington.

i
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Sophomores Jesus Rodriguez and Kyler Conde race to the finish line at the Co-
manche meet held last week. The cross country team will host a local meet Oct.

9 at the golf course. PHOTO BY CURRY WILSON
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STUDENT LIFE

School App
Continued from | PG |

actually use,” senior Ab-
bey Head said.

The app is not only
convenient for the staff and
student body, but parents
can benefit from it, too.

“I don’t think parents
always receive all of the in-
formation they should from
the students, so thisappisa
greatway for themtostayin
tune with the school and re-
ceive the same information
as the students,” Edmison
said.

Studentsmay notalways
relay all information to par-

Anbroip QR Cobe

ents,sotheappisagreatway
to fix that problem.

“My parents will benefit
from the app because I'm
not aIwaKs very good at
keeping them informed on
what is going on in school.
I keep them out-of-the-loop
sometimes, and this app
should help fix that,” Head
said. The app is also very
helpful forstudents whoare
involved in extracurricular
activities.

“I like the sports page
of the app because you can
check on the times and loca-
tions of the games, and you
can select which sports you
wouldlike togetnotifications
for,” junior Molly Lee said.
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New Rules

Continued from | PG |

“This will encourage
students to read on their
own,” Hill said. “Read-
ing is very important.”

The AR grade will be
determined by averaging
the number of points you
receive and the grade you
make on your AR test(s).

“We tried to offer AR
as extra credit last year,
butfew students took ad-
vantage of it,” Hill said.

A few small changes
were also made to the
school dress code.

“Wejustclarified a few
minor things,” Hill said.

Yoga pants may be
worn if they are mod-
estly covered by a shirt
orblouse. Tattoos (or any
kind of body art) that is
inappropriate must be
covered at all times.

“Shirts must have at
least a cap sleeve that
covers part of the shoul-

FEEDING BODY AND SOUL
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Students gather for youth fellowship and fun
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der,” Hill said.

Students are not al-
lowed to wear sleeveless
shirts or tank tops.

“I think most of the
rules on the school dress
code are reasonable,”
sophomore Curry Wilson
said.

The length of shorts,
skirts, and dresses can be
no shorter than one-inch
above the knee.

“If a student is violat-
ing the dress code, they
will be asked to change
and then will receive a
tardy,” Hill said. “Then,
depending on how many
tardies that student has
already been issued, theﬁ
may have to attend lunc
detention.”

If you receive two or
more tardies a six weeks,
you will be required to
attend lunch detention in
Coach Faith’s room.

The principal will
determine what is and
isn’t appropriate when it
comes to dress code.

Tiles

Continued from | PG |

the fact that students will be
accepted to colleges at dif-
ferent times during the year.

“The goal is to put them
up once a senior has made a
decision and is accepted into
theschool they wanttogoto,”
Fields said, “So, they will be
put up throughout the year.”

Teachers also agree that
this is a great way to move
students toward success.

“I think it's awesome.”
teacher Jennifer Edmison
said. “I love that Mrs. Wag-
goner is trying to get more
students interested in going
to college.”

Studentsagree thathaving
the opportunity to decoratea
ceiling tileisabeneficialidea.

“It motivates students to
wanttoapplytoacollege,” se-
niorAlicia Alvarezsaid. “You
can also include things that
symbolize your personality.”

Other tKan being a great
way tomotivatestudents, the
tiles will add an interesting

look to the hallways.

“Ilike it because it creates
color in the hallway,” senior
Kassidy Sullivan said. “You
canputyourowntouchonit.”

Students and teachers
have found various ways to
show personality in theirtiles.

“You could make it your
favorite color,” Alvarez said,
“You could even put the ac-
tivities you're interested in.”

The ways to decorate the
tiles is endless.

“They could put pictures
of themselves, activities
they're involved in, or things
that interest them.” Wag-
goner said. “They could also
decorate them with stickers
and scrapbook material or
tee-shirts pinned to them.”

After Eigh school, stu-
dentscanstill find many ways
to use their tiles.

“You could use it as a bul-
letin board for your college
dorm.” Sullivan said. “You
could also keep it as some-
thing to look back on to see
whatyoudid whileyou were
still in high school.”

The start of a new school year also means the kickoff of several youth
fellowship events, including Feed Store and Young Life. From enjoying
a free lunch on Tuesdays at the Feed Store to singing and dancing on
Monday nights at Young Life Club, students’ schedules are packed with
several opportunities for fellowship. Though these events may just seem
like getting together for fun, they serve the greater purpose of allowing
students to hear a meaningful message while enjoying themselves.
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Senior Ethan Nall
and Junior Stevie
Phillips (above
left) enjoy a
game of frisbee
out on the Feed
Store’s front
lawn while they
wait for Young
Life to begin. Stu-
dents participate
in the ultimate
finger poking
partner chal-
lenge (above)
while waiting for
the skit to begin
during Young Life
Club. Young Life
participants (left)
join together

in singing an
upbeat song to
liven the mood.
Young Life is
held on Mon-
day nights at

The Feed Store
starting precisely
at 7:27 p.m.
throughout the
school year for
all high school
students.

A group of friends enjoy a free meal at the weekly Feed Store lunch. Given the
opportunity to leave campus for lunch, juniors and seniors are invited to the Feed
Store every Tuesday to partake in a meal prepared by parents and volunteers.

Feed Store director Grant Zeller leads the boys’ session of Campaigners. A part of
the Young Life ministry, Campaigners is a weekly Bible study for students who are
sophomores or older. The girls’ group is led by Alex Balliew.
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